
The King Calls us to Himself and to Mission! 
Our Response – Week 23 – Summer Vacation from Faith? 

The Objective: To commit to maintaining our efforts to let Jesus be the King of our hearts and home 

throughout the summer. 

Background: It’s a well-known phenomenon across almost every faith tradition, that during the summer 

months, Sunday worship attendance drops off as do donations to support the church.  Why is that?  

Clearly, it has something to do with it being summer, no school, summer sports, extended vacations, 

etc. But the question for this week is, “Do you and/or your family continue to build your relationship 

with Jesus and His Church during the summer or does your summer include a vacation from faith?”   

What to Do:  Take some time individually and as a family and have an honest conversation.  In the 

summer, do we keep our faith front and center?  Of course, the specifics of your activities around the 

faith may shift or be different in certain ways than it is during the rest of the year simply because you 

are doing different things during the summer months.  But just because they may be different in form 

and/or timing, your relationship with Jesus and His Church should still be on the front-burner.  A few 

key questions to make this a little more concrete: 1) Do we participate in Sunday Mass (or the vigil) as 

we are obliged to do.  God did not command us, “Keep the Sabbath Holy except during the summer.” 2) 

Do I keep Jesus in the forefront of my thoughts throughout the day? 3) Do we pray together as family in 

the same way (even if at different times) we do during the rest of the year? 

The point is that, while the particulars may change a bit during the summer, we want to keep Jesus 

front and center in our life and in the life of those we live with.  That fundamental should not change 

just because it’s summer. Jesus awaits you and would love to spend more time with you over the 

summer.   So this week, consider for yourself and discuss with those you live with, how we might stay 

focused on Jesus during the summer months. It’s ok if the specifics are different, but we should still 

strive in every way to allow Jesus to be Lord of our lives and part of the fabric of our daily life. 

One concrete way to look at your routines is to go back and review our past weekly activities, especially 

the early weeks that dealt with a lot of basics about building a strong relationship with God and making 

Jesus feel welcome and present in your home and daily life.  How might those be applied during the 

summer months?  Perhaps some other of those activities may not have worked during the school year 

but may actually work during the summer.  The point isn’t to generate a checklist of boxes that can be 

checked off.  The point is to find ways during your summer routine to keep your relationship with God 

strong and still at the center of daily life.  And then make the commitment to work at doing just that, 

EVEN WHEN you are on vacation.  And don’t forget that our parish bills continue to come in all summer 

long. So if/when you are away on vacation, continue to support our parish with your treasure (which 

you can do online here and through the CTK parish app). 

A great tool you can use when you are on vacation is http://masstimes.org.  Find your closest Mass 

alternatives anywhere you go with this easy-to-use website and then participate in Mass where you are. 

Parents:  How important to teach your children that, while summer may be a time to relax, have fun, and 

enjoy a break from school, that our relationship with God and His Church is not part of that equation.  If 

anything, we should view summer as an opportunity to grow closer in our relationship with Jesus.  

Encourage and help your children brainstorm ways they can do just that, for themselves and with you as a 

family.  Come Holy Spirit! 
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